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GPAJ the 50" Online Seminar

Conflict and Peacebuilding under COVID-19

Speaker: Mr. Koji Sakane
(Japan International Cooperation Agency,
Chief Representative, Sudan)

Saturday, April 17, 2021

20:00~21:30(JST)
Online ZOOM Meeting

20:00 - 20:05 Introduction of the speaker (by Vice President Kumagai)
20:05 - 20:45 Speech
Title: Conflict and Peacebuilding under COVID-19
Speaker: Mr. Koji Sakane (Japan International Cooperation Agency,
Chief Representative, Sudan)
20:45 - 21:00 Panel discussion
Panelist
Ms. Akiko Ikeda, Senior Administrative Officer of FAO Regional
Office for the Near East and North Africa, Cairo
Mr. Keiichi Tanabe, Associate Professor, Tokai University
21:00 - 21:25 Discussion Moderator: President Hasegawa
21:25 - 21:30 Announcement of the next seminar
Language. Japanese

Mr. Koji SAKANE
Chief Representative, Sudan Office
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)

Mr. Koji Sakane became Chief Representative of JICA Sudan office in
February, 2021. Before taking this post, he worked as Senior Director
of JICA Peacebuilding Office around 4 years. He has 30-years of
professional experiences on peace and development. His recent career
g includes Deputy Chief Secretary at President Office (2014-2017),

Director for Planning and ASEAN Coordination (2011-2014) and Director for Cambodia
(2010-2011). He has field experiences at Indonesia (2006-2010) and Cambodia (1994-1996).
He also served at Permanent Mission of Japan to the United Nations (2001-2003).

He obtained Master degree on Conflict Resolution at Bradford University, and Bachelor
degree on Political Science at Waseda University.

He is a board member of Global Peace Association of Japan
(http://www.gpaj.org/about/board-of-directors, http://www.gpaj.org/activities/members/sakane-
koji), and a member of Japan Society of International Development.
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Panelists
Ms. Akiko Ikeda

She was born in Tokyo, Japan and was raised in Singapore. She graduated from schools in
Singapore and from Waseda University in Tokyo; and obtained her master degree in sociology
from the New School for Social Research from New York, USA. From 1993 to 1994, she
worked at the United Nations Volunteer Programme in Geneva as Personnel Officer; and from
1994 to 1995, she transferred to the United Nations Development Programme in Nairobi,
Kenya as Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer. In 1995, she joined the United Nations
Secretariat in New York, USA as Associate Social Affairs Officer at the Department of
Economic and Social Affairs. In 2000, she transferred to the Mine Action Service, Department
of Peacekeeping Operations where she contributed to establishing programmes relating to
assistance to landmine victims. From 2007 to 2008, she was on seconded to the Office of
United Nations Democracy Fund where she managed the Democracy Trust Fund and projects
relating to democracy building. In the mid-2010, she was the lead person in launching a show
case on the United Nations and peacekeeping operations at the United Nations Pavilion of the
Shanghai World Expo 2010 in Shanghai, China. In the end of 2011, she joined the United
Nations Assistance Mission in Iraq where she served as Senior Administrative Officer at the
Office of Chief Mission Support. In 2013, she joined the UNMIL Liberia and in 2015 she
transferred herself to the UN/FAO Rome HQs. In 2017, she relocated herself to FAO’s regional
office in Cairo as Senior Administrative Officer.

Mr. Keiichi Tanabe

Keiichi TANABE is Associate Professor, Department of International Studies, School of
Humanities and Culture, Tokai University. Member of Japan Association for United
Nations Studies, Japan Association for Human Security Studies, Academic Council on
the United Nations System Tokyo Liaison Office, Washington State Board of
Accountancy. Since 2020 he is Auditor of the GPAJ. He worked as Civil Affairs Officer,
United Nations Mission In South Sudan (2013-2014); Development Coordination Officer,
United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (2010-2013); Donor Relations Officer
of the United Nations World Food Program Rome HQ (2006-2007); Head of sub-office
of Southern Shan State (2005-2006) and Emergency Operation Coordinator & Reporting
Officer of the United Nations World Food Program Myanmar office (2004-2005); Chief
Consultant, KPMG Corporate Finance (1999- 2004). He earned his M.A.in International
Affairs, Columbia University (1998) and B.A. Political Science, Waseda University
(1992)



